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War-Office, Vth July, 1861,

THE Queen has been graciously pleased to signify Her intention to confer the decoration of the
Victoria Cross on the undermentioned Non-commissioned Officer, whose claim to the sams has been
submitted for Her Majesty’s approval, in consideration of sa Act of Bravery which he has performed

in New Zealand, as recorded against his name; viz.:

Acts of Bravery for which recommended.

Regiment Rank and Name.
40th Regiment  ...| Colour-Serjeant John Lucas
Date of Act of Bravery,
18th March, 1861.

On the 18th of March, 1861, Colour-Serjeant
Lucas acted as Serjeant of a party of the 40th
t, employed as skirmishers to the right

of No. 7, Redoubt, and close to the Huirangi
Bush, facing the left of the positions occupied
by the natives. At about 4 o'clock P, & very
heavy and well-directed fire was suddenly
opened upon them from the Bush, and the high
ground on the lef. Three men being woanded
simultaneously, two of them mortally, assistance
was called for in order to have them carried to
tho rear: s flle was immediately sent, but had
scarcely arrived, when one of them fell, and
Lieutenant Rees was wounded at the samo time.
Colour-Serjeant Lueas, under & very heavy
fire from the rebels, who were not more than
thirty yards distant, immediately ran up to the
assistance of this Officer, and sent one man with
him to the rear. He then took of the
arms ing to the killed and wounded men,
and msin his position until the arrival of
supports under Lieuteoants Gibson and Whelan.



