THE NEW ZEALAND BRAVERY DECORATION (N.Z.B.D.)

Graeme James HUNT

Date of action: 21 April 1996
Date of award: 23 October 1999

Citation

At Flaxmere on 21 April 1996 Mr Hunt was at his home when he heard a noise like a gun
shot. Going outside, he saw a police car on the street in front of his house. He ran to the
vehicle, accompanied by his two daughters, aged 12 and 10 years, where they discovered
a shot police officer lying by the car. As Mr Hunt attempted to assist the officer, another
bullet travelled in front of Mr Hunt, lodging in the driver’s door of the car. Looking up, he
saw a man in another car pointing a rifle at him through the vehicle’s window, only some 5
to 6 metres in from of the police car. At this time Mr Hunt was with the constable between
the two doors of the police car, the eldest daughter was standing in front of the car and the
youngest behind her father. Mr Hunt moved quickly to the rear corner of the police car,
before a further shot was fired, which also lodged in the driver’'s door. The other car then
left the scene, after which Mr Hunt returned to the constable, whose wounds were
unfortunately fatal. Mr Hunt placed his own life at risk to help the fatally wounded police
officer.



